





























　After World War II, reflecting upon the nationalistic militarism in Japan’s prewar education system, home 
education in Japan was required to break away from the state-dominated structure as an antidote. This paper 
examines the policies for promoting home education put forth by the Ministry of Education immediately after the 
war in an attempt to reorganize and systemize home education.
　To shed light on the reality of home education in Japan after WWII, this study based on a case study in Gunma 
prefecture examines the manner in which mothers, who bore the brunt of the responsibility for carrying it out, 
were incorporated into the state and analyzes the trend in policies along with the mothers’ classes commissioned 
by the Ministry of Education to serve as a staging ground for thoroughly disseminating those policies.
　Soon after the war, mothers’ classes were opened one after the other, primarily at schools, under the guidance 
of the Ministry of Education. Such classes were not completely unrelated to the task of expanding the function 
schools were to play in home education. In that regard, one can begin to understand the intended purpose of the 
policies aiming to reorganize education in response to the changing social reality and philosophy by the Ministry 
of Education seeking to merge, through the schools, mothers engaged in home education into their pedagogical 
system.　As always, home education was still considered a target for state intervention.
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